
          
To encourage and serve a vibrant, inclusive arts community 

June 8, 2020 
 
To: Mayor Michael Passero, City of New London 
Cc: Felix Reyes, Sybil Tetteh 

Cc: New London City Council Members 

From: New London Arts Council 

New London is well known for its active arts community.  People, under normal 

circumstances, come to our city for the creative fellowship, energy and range of 

traditional and non-traditional exhibitions and events. The artists that fill spaces with 

art and the arts organizations that host live-work spaces, artist-in-residence 

programs, exhibitions and performances contribute significantly to New London’s 

uniqueness and economy.  

The pandemic has had a significant impact on our communities, residents and the 

economy. As the City of New London continues its efforts to combat the public 

health crisis, provide relief, and reopen businesses, we wanted to provide you with 

an update and ways you can support New London’s arts community.  

Nationally (Americans for the Arts) 

• $5.5 billion in financial losses to arts and cultural organizations  

• 62% of artists/creatives have become fully unemployed 

Southeastern CT (Southeastern CT Cultural Coalition) 

• $14 million in financial losses to arts and cultural businesses, organizations 

and artists 

• 600,000 lost audience members, program attendees, or customers 

• 700 workers impacted due to layoffs, furlough or reduced hours 



How the City of New London can help: 

• Include the arts in revitalization and recovery planning either by direct 

representation at the table by or in communication with the City’s Liaison to 

the New London Arts Council and/or the City Planner 

• Provide relief funding:  

◦ for individual artists, nonprofits arts organizations and arts businesses 

who can demonstrate financial hardship and loss of income due to 

pandemic with a priority for those who have not received relief from 

federal or state programs 

◦ to help with fixed costs: rent, utilities, material costs, studio rent 
(through proof of lease, utility bills, material receipts, etc) 

• Seek and provide funding to: 

◦ Create new works of art that employ artists, including:  

▪ public art to memorialize the pandemic and/or honor 
healthcare workers 

▪ arts projects that help capture the current environment, heal 
the community, and advance recovery  (photography, 
videography, etc.) 

▪ beautification projects (murals, lighting, utilitarian needs) 

◦ Create strategic partnerships and projects between the arts 
community and adjacent industries (restaurants, hospitality, 
entertainment) to support and accelerate economic recovery 

• Commit to using the City’s public relations and marketing resources to 
support the arts community by: 

◦ Garnering attention and promotion to individual artists, the arts 
community, local businesses, and the New London downtown arts 
areas 

◦ Highlighting how the arts can bring communities together and serve 
as a conduit for economic recovery  

◦ Feature New London arts projects, virtual experiences, and artists that 
have provided respite, entertainment and community connectivity 
during the pandemic 



It is the arts businesses, organizations, and artists which draw people to visit, eat at 
restaurants, and be a part of our downtown community.  The arts are the heart 
and spirit of this city, without question, and in these times of crisis, dedicated 
support for art businesses, organizations, and artists are critical to community and 
economic recovery in the City of New London. 

Respectfully, 

The New London Arts Council 

Kato McNickle, Theatre 

Diane Barceló, Visual Art 

Jose B. Gonzalez, Poetry and Literature  

David Dorfman, David Dorfman Dance Company 

Clint Slowik, The Marquee Gallery 

Rich Martin, The Telegraph 

Sharon Tripp Griffis, The Griffis Art Center 


